
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Session 2: Revelation Chapters 4 - 5 
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Introducing Chapters 4 – 5  

- Theme video 

- Sketch map of the book of Revelation 

The Lion and the Lamb 

Which depiction of a lion or a lamb reminds 

you of Jesus? 

Why have you chosen this image? 

 

What does it say about Jesus? 

 

Revelation 5  

The Scroll and the Lamb 

5 Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat 

on the throne a scroll with writing on both 

sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 And I saw 

a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, 

“Who is worthy to break the seals and open 

the scroll?” 3 But no one in heaven or on earth 

or under the earth could open the scroll or 

even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because 

no one was found who was worthy to open 

the scroll or look inside. 5 Then one of the 

elders said to me, “Do not weep! See, the 

Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the 

scroll and its seven seals.” 

6 Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it had been 

slain, standing at the center of the throne, 

encircled by the four living creatures and the 

elders. The Lamb had seven horns and seven 

eyes, which are the seven spirits[a] of God sent 

out into all the earth. 7 He went and took the 

scroll from the right hand of him who sat on 

the throne. 8 And when he had taken it, the 

four living creatures and the twenty-four 

elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one 

had a harp and they were holding golden 

bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of 

God’s people. 9 And they sang a new song, 

saying: 

“You are worthy to take the scroll 

    and to open its seals, 

because you were slain, 

    and with your blood you purchased for 

God 

    persons from every tribe and language and 

people and nation. 
10 You have made them to be a kingdom and 

priests to serve our God, 

    and they will reign[b] on the earth.” 
11 Then I looked and heard the voice of many 

angels, numbering thousands upon 

thousands, and ten thousand times ten 

thousand. They encircled the throne and the 

living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud 

voice they were saying: 

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, 

    to receive power and wealth and wisdom 

and strength 

    and honor and glory and praise!” 
13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and 

on earth and under the earth and on the sea, 

and all that is in them, saying: 

“To him who sits on the throne and to the 

Lamb 

    be praise and honor and glory and power, 

for ever and ever!” 
14 The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and 

the elders fell down and worshiped. 

Time to Discuss and Reflect 

Revelation 5 describes Jesus as both lion 

and lamb.  

In what ways is Jesus like a lion and a lamb? 

What might we learn from the differences 

between how Jesus sounds and how Jesus 

appears? 

Revelation 5 says that Jesus’ death has 

saved people ‘from every tribe, language, 

people and nation’ How many different tribes, 

languages, peoples and nations can we 

name? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30787a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation%205&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30791b
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What excites you about this vision of all these 

people worshipping God together? How might 

we encourage our church to look and sound 

like this vision? 

 

Revelation 4 

The Throne in Heaven 

4 After this I looked, and there before me was 

a door standing open in heaven. And the 

voice I had first heard speaking to me like a 

trumpet said, “Come up here, and I will show 

you what must take place after this.” 2 At once 

I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a 

throne in heaven with someone sitting on 

it. 3 And the one who sat there had the 

appearance of jasper and ruby. A 

rainbow that shone like an emerald encircled 

the throne. 4 Surrounding the throne were 

twenty-four other thrones, and seated on 

them were twenty-four elders. They were 

dressed in white and had crowns of gold on 

their heads. 5 From the throne came flashes of 

lightning, rumblings and peals of thunder. In 

front of the throne, seven lamps were blazing. 

These are the seven spirits[a] of God. 6 Also in 

front of the throne there was what looked like 

a sea of glass, clear as crystal. 

In the center, around the throne, were four 

living creatures, and they were covered with 

eyes, in front and in back. 7 The first living 

creature was like a lion, the second was like 

an ox, the third had a face like a man, the 

fourth was like a flying eagle. 8 Each of the 

four living creatures had six wings and was 

covered with eyes all around, even under its 

wings. Day and night they never stop saying: 

“‘Holy, holy, holy 

is the Lord God Almighty,’[b] 

who was, and is, and is to come.” 

9 Whenever the living creatures give glory, 

honor and thanks to him who sits on the 

throne and who lives for ever and ever, 10 the 

twenty-four elders fall down before him who 

sits on the throne and worship him who lives 

for ever and ever. They lay their crowns 

before the throne and say: 

11 “You are worthy, our Lord and God, 

    to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 

    and by your will they were created 

    and have their being.” 

 

Ignatian Contemplation 

The author depicts God’s people 

(represented by twenty-four elders) sitting on 

thrones with Jesus. Close your eyes and 

imagine the scene.  

- How does the throne feel under you? 

Does it feel comfortable or 

uncomfortable? 

 

- What do you look out and see? 

 

- How does it feel to be sitting on a 

throne next to Jesus? Do you feel 

welcomed, intimidated, worthy, 

unworthy? 

 

- What is Jesus saying to you as you sit 

next to him? 

If this is a challenging image – don’t forget 

that no one is perfect. Only Jesus is worthy to 

unfold the scroll of history in Revelation 5. 

Even if the throne feels uncomfortable, Jesus’ 

sacrifice on the cross and God’s love for us 

allow us to sit enthroned with him.  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30775a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+4&version=NIV#fen-NIV-30778b
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Study Notes 

‘You are worthy to take the scroll and to open 

its seals, because you were slain, and with 

your blood you purchased for God persons 

from every tribe and language and people 

and nation. You have made them to be a 

kingdom and priests to serve our God, and 

they will reign on the earth.’ (Revelation 5:9-

10)  

A change in perspective 

On Google Earth you can zoom right in to see 

where a car park entrance is located or see 

how nice or not the beach you’re planning to 

go to looks! You can then zoom out so quickly 

that, in an instant, the beach becomes a tiny 

dot and the whole globe spins before your 

eyes. With a similarly sharp change of 

perspective, after Jesus’ messages to the 

seven churches, John is taken up to heaven, 

to the very throne room of God. The 

beginning of Revelation 4 therefore marks a 

significant shift in the location of John’s 

vision. However, there is a link: the future 

enthronement that Jesus promises believers 

as a reward for perseverance (Revelation 

3:31) is shown as a present reality by the 

faithful elders seated on the thrones (4:4). 

This continuity between Revenation 3 and 4 

is emphasised by John’s use of a structural 

feature that Richard Bauckham calls 

‘interweaving’ (Bauckham, The Climax of 

Prophecy.) 

Interweaving is when a new section is 

introduced before the current section ends. 

The messages to the seven churches 

conclude with the refrain ‘Whoever has ears, 

let them hear what the Spirit says to the 

churches’ (Revelation 3:22). Just before this 

conclusion, the reward for those who 

overcome is stated, ‘the right to sit with me on 

my throne, just as I was victorious and sat 

down with my Father on his throne’ 

(Revelation 3:21). This reference to Jesus’ 

throne and to his Father’s throne introduces 

the next section when John’s vision lifts from 

earth to heaven and John sees the Father on 

his throne (Revelation 4) and the Lamb 

sharing this throne (Revelation 5).  

Interweaving linking Jesus’ promise of a 

throne with John’s vision of a throne 

 

 

 

 

 

Look who’s in the throne room 

The descriptions of God (4:2-7) and the Lamb 

(5:5-7) in God’s throne room are followed by 

exclamations and prostrations of praise (4:8-

11; 5:8-14). John’s throne room vision brings 

to mind Ezekiel’s vision of God (Ezekiel 1). 

However, there are noticeable differences. 

Most significant is the new and surprising 

presence of twenty-four elders, who are also 

seated on thrones. These elders represent 

the people of God and their presence in 

God’s throne room gives us an insight to the 

blessings that await ‘the one who is 

victorious’. They have won the right to sit with 

Jesus around his throne, just as Jesus was 

victorious and sat with his Father on his 

throne (Revelation 3:21). Perhaps too John’s 

vision of elders on thrones paints a picture of 

Paul’s claims that, even while living on earth, 

Christians are citizens of heaven (Philippians 

3:20) and seated with Christ in the heavenly 

realms (Ephesians 2:6).  

Look who’s on the throne 

John’s vision of the Lamb explains why the 

elders are in heaven. At the start of 

Revelation 5, John sees a scroll in God’s right 

hand. As the scroll is unrolled, we see that it 

contains God’s plans and purposes for the 

world, which include both judgement and 

salvation. Initially, no one can be found who 

can open the scroll, leading John to weep. 

One person’s tears alone would not convey 

the hopelessness that would ensue if God’s 

plans could not be accomplished. Relief 
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comes quickly, however, as one of the elders 

interjects, ‘Do not weep! See, the Lion of the 

tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has 

triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and 

its seven seals’ (Revelation 5:5). Relief turns 

to surprise as John looks and sees not a lion 

but ‘a Lamb, looking as if it had been slain’ 

(5:6).  

Richard Bauckham contends that this 

contrast between what John hears, the Lion, 

and what he sees, the Lamb, is central to 

understanding John’s vision (Bauckham, 

Theology of Revelation). The image of the 

Lion recalls the messianic promise to Judah 

when, after likening Judah to a lion, Jacob 

prophesies, ‘The sceptre will not depart from 

Judah, not the ruler’s staff from between his 

feet, until he to whom it belongs shall come 

and the obedience of the nations shall be his’ 

(Genesis 49:9-10). The Lion is also identified 

as ‘the Root of David’, evoking the messianic 

hopes of Isaiah 11 where the Messiah is 

described as a shoot growing from the stump 

of Jesse, from whom comes a branch bearing 

fruit (Isaiah 11:1). Bauckham argues that this 

combination of imagery (Lion of Judah and 

Root of David) raises expectations for a 

messianic king who defeats God’s enemies in 

power. Therefore it is surprising that when 

John turns to look at this roaring lion, he sees 

a slain lamb. A lamb who triumphs through 

sacrifice, not force.  

We need to consider Jesus’ death in light of 

his resurrection, ascension and future return. 

We also need to note that, in Revelation, 

Jesus is presented as judge and king as well 

as saviour (e.g. Revelation 6:15-17 and 

19:11-16). In Revelation 5, however, the focus 

is on the victory that Jesus achieves through 

his blood, which has ‘purchased for God 

persons from every tribe, language, people 

and nation’ and ‘made them to be a kingdom 

and priests to serve our God’ and ‘reign on 

the earth’ (5:9-10). As we’ll explore in the next 

study, from the messages to the seven 

churches onwards, Revelation reveals what it 

looks like for God’s people to live as ‘a 

kingdom and priests’ and share in the Lamb’s 

triumph.  

Further Resources for studying 

Revelation  

On the Circuit website you will find links to the 

study guides and further information: 

https://www.essdmethodistcircuit.org/bible-month  

There are further resources available on the 

Methodist Church website here: 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-faith/the-

bible/bible-month/  

https://www.biblegateway.com 
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